Production of antiserum against antitumor protein-bound polysaccharide preparation, PSK (Krestin) and its pharmacological application.
Antiserum against a protein-bound polysaccharide preparation (PSK) was produced by immunizing New Zealand White rabbits with PSK. The intestinal absorption of PSK in mice was visualized by indirect immunofluorescent staining with anti-PSK serum. The change in blood levels of 14C after oral administration of 14C-PSK and the recovery of 14C by antiserum were determined. The results indicated that antigenic epitopes in PSK are not completely destroyed during the process of digestion, absorption and distribution, but the changes of serum levels of 14C radioactivity differ from those of immunoreactive radioactivity. These results suggest that multiple processes are involved in the fate of PSK administered orally.